
REED’S POLITICAL SCIENCE program introduces  

specific strategies for understanding political life. These 

strategies—conceptual, historical, structural, institutional,  

and behavioral—are approached in the light of their theoretical 

presuppositions and in terms of their respective research 

approaches. The emphasis is less on learning the facts of 

politics than on being able to recognize, evaluate, and use  

the intellectual tools of the discipline.

The curriculum provides a basic understanding of the 

foundational modes of inquiry in political science: independent 

and collaborative research and specialized knowledge in one 

or more facets of politics. All majors take at least three of the 

five basic introductory courses, and students are encouraged 

to explore quantitative and qualitative techniques of data 

collection and analysis using a variety of software available to 

students and faculty members for research. 

Reed also offers an international comparative policy studies 

(ICPS) major. The ICPS program covers interdisciplinary work in 

the areas of international relations, comparative policy analysis, 

international economics, and more. Students develop a solid 

disciplinary foundation in their home department was well as a 

historical understanding of the international system. For more 

information about ICPS, visit reed.edu/icps.

“In the political science 

department, I’ve had 

the amazing honor of 

close relationships with 

faculty. The department 

is home to superstars  

in their sub-fields, and  

at Reed you get to  

work one-on-one  

with those experts.”

KATE HILTS ’16

reed.edu/poli_sci

POLITICAL 
SCIENCE

Learn more about



Professor Paul Gronke
ELECTION LAW & EARLY VOTING
Professor Paul Gronke studies American politics, specializing 
in convenience and early voting, election administration, public 
opinion, and elections. He is the editor of Election Law Journal, an 
interdisciplinary journal of election law, administration, and politics,  
and co-editor of PS: Political Science and Politics, one of three flagship 
journals of the American Political Science Association.

Paul’s research for the past decade has focused on the phenomenon  
of “early voting,” modes of balloting whereby voters can cast their 
ballots at a place and time other than at the polling place on Election 
Day. At Reed, Paul teaches courses on political behavior, political 
institutions, and social science research methods. He served as the 
chair of the political science department eight of the last fifteen years. 
Outside of class, Paul is an avid cyclist and gardener, and you’re as 
likely to find him in a local coffee shop as in his office. 

OPPORTUNITIES & RESOURCES 

• The Ducey Fellowship and the Corbett 
and Goldhammer Grants, awards that 
fund students’ summer research

• Student Conference on US Affairs 
(SCUSA), a four-day conference  
on security issues

• Reed Public Policy Lecture Series  
(PPLS), an annual series of invited 
speakers hosted at Reed

• Reed Public Policy Workshop,  
a research laboratory and  
computer facility for history  
and social science students

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

• Concept of Political Judgment  
and The Idea of The State  
by Professor Peter Steinberger

• The Electorate, the Campaign and  
the Office by Professor Paul Gronke

• Torture and Democracy  
by Professor Darius Rejali

• Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State 
and the Case for Their Divorce  
by Professor Tamara Metz

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
SIMULATION

In Professor Alex Montgomery’s Intro  

to International Relations course, 

Reedies learn by doing. His students 

participate in a three-day simulation 

in which groups—dressed in business 

attire—represent 10–12 countries during 

a diplomatic conference. Through a 

series of formal speeches, plenary 

sessions, and email correspondences, 

students create a microcosm of 

international negotiations and try to 

address problems, like North Korea’s  

weapons of mass destruction.
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Cofounder  
Urban Airship 
Michael Richardson ’07

Judge  
Oregon Court of Appeals 
Chris Garrett ’96

US economics journalist and author 
Peter Goodman ’89

Founder  
League of Conservation Voters 
Marion Edey ’69

What do alumni do?


